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which we stood." Mr. Baldwin explained his anxiety to King
Edward, and, at the end of their talk, the King answered
calmly, "You and I must settle this matter together; I will
not have anyone interfering."
This, then, was the trend of His Majesty's mind. Mr. Bald-
win did not press the King for an answer: he left Fort Belve-
dere and almost a month passed before he saw his Sovereign
again.
Early in November, King Edward announced his intention
of visiting the distressed areas of Wales. No phase of his
English life had brought him greater popularity with the
poor than his missions of compassion among them. His readi-
ness to sympathise, his emotions, which he never seemed to
hide, all showed the true value of his gentle heart. Once more,
he caught the imagination of the mass of the people by his
natural kindliness. He said, at a town in Glamorganshire,
"Something ought to be done to find these people employ-
ment." At the end of his journey he crystallised his interest
by making a promise. "Something will be done."
Cynics have said that the King made this last effort in
charity, to establish himself in the good opinion of the people.
Political theorists said that his campaign was part of his wild
intention to begin a royal dictatorship independent of the
Constitution. Neither accusation seems to suit his character.
But, if these were his intentions, they were cut short. The
Times described his comments and promises to the miners
as part of "a constitutionally dangerous proceeding." By this
way, it was alleged, he drew attention to the apathy of the
Government in dealing with unemployment. Such actions on
the part of the King—if continued—would "entangle the
throne in politics."
There was a fantastic anomaly in the history of these days
in November. Just before going to Wales, where he made
his dramatic promise, "Something will be done," the King
had sent for Mr. Baldwin once more and he had said, "I am
going to marry Mrs. Simpson and I am prepared to go." Five
days after the King's return from Wales, while the poor of

